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PASS STR ELECTRONICALLY FOR KELLY AND COMMERCE FOR 
MONTGOMERY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MTN 

SUBJECT: ISAC BACKGROUND PAPERS 

REF: GENEVA 5872 

1 . THE AUTOMOTIVE BACKGROUND PAPER WAS AN EXCELLENT AND 
COMPREHENSIVE DESCRIPTION OF CONSENSUS OPINION ON OUR 
NEGOTIATING AIMS AND PRIORITIES (ALTHOUGH OF QUESTIONABLE 
VALUE IN SOME AREAS WHICH SUGGESTED MTN DEL SHOULD NOT 
PURSUE DISCUSSIONS ON THESE TOPICS AT THIS TIME, EVEN 
THOUGH WE ARE IN THE LAST 90 DAYS OF NEGOTIATION). 

2. REGRETTABLY THE MATERIAL WAS SADLY LACKING IN BASIC 
STATISTICAL AND FACTUAL INFORMATION REFLECTING RECENT 
TRADE TRENDS BY MAJOR PRODUCTS OF INTEREST TO THE ISAC 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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AND SOME DETAILS AND TRENDS BY COUNTRY FOR OUR MOST 
IMPORTANT TRADING PARTNERS. IT WAS SOMEWHAT EMBARRASSING 
NOT TO KNOW WHETHER WE ARE WINNING OR LOSING THE TRADE 
GAME ON HEAVY TRUCKS AND AUTOMOTIVE PARTS, AND WITH WHOM, 
SINCE THOSE WERE TWO ITEMS OF KE RN INTEREST TO THEM. 

3. AS USEFUL AS THE POLICY PAPERS MAY BE FOR OUR NEGO- 
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TIATORS' WORK WITH OTHER DELEGATIONS, EVEN MORE VALUABLE 
FOR THE ISAC VISITS TO GENEVA WOULD BE ONE TO TWO PAGE 
SUMMARIES OF INTERESTS, OBJECTIVES AND PRIORITIES (AS 
PREPARED FOR US BY THE AUTOMOTIVE ISAC ITSELF), PLUS FROM 
THREE TO SIX PAGES OF FACTUAL, STATISTICAL TABLES TELLING 
US WHAT THE TRADE FACTS AND TRENDS ARE. USUALLY OUR 
VISITORS HERE ARE FAR MORE IMPRESSED BY OUR FACTUAL 
KNOWLEDGE OF INDUSTRY TRADE MOVEMENTS AND TRENDS THAN BY 
PROSE STATEMENTS AND OPINIONS. MCDONALD 
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